However, due to the advanced state of decomposition of the worm there was insufficient morphological detail to establish the species identification.
Previous to the finding of the third case described above I had commenced the cultivation of introduced European helicid and hygromiid land snails (Figure 1a ) in homemade terrariums using techniques published for snail farming 6 . My office in the diagnostic Microbiology laboratory had now become part snail culture laboratory. These snails were used to study the larval stages in an attempt , which hatch in the snail's gut to release the miracidium. The miracidium develops into a sporocyst in the snail's digestive gland. Mature cercariae (c) released from the sporocyst emerge from snail passing into the environment. Cercariae infect other land snails and develop into metacercariae (d) in the snail's kidney. The definitive host (mammals, birds and reptiles) (e) ingest infected snails, releasing metacercariae, which migrate to the small intestine, attach and develop into mature adult worms. Humans are incidental definitive hosts being infected after eating raw snails containing metacercariae.
Human cases
Since . Therefore, the potential exists for further human infections, especially in children living in these regional districts.
